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Qatar Academy Vision 

Qatar Academy provides the highest possible standard of education, fostering academic 
excellence in each student, and striving to develop independent critical thinkers, lifelong 
learners and responsible citizens. 

 

Qatar Academy Mission 

It is the mission of Qatar Academy (QA) to provide internationally accepted, comprehensive, 
English medium programs plus Arabic and Islamic studies from pre-school through to 
secondary graduation. QA develops independent critical thinkers, lifelong learners, 
responsible citizens, and empowers students to gain entrance to elite universities and 
colleges. 
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 Social Studies and Humanities  
                     Statement of Beliefs about Teaching and Learning 

 
 

 Social Studies and Humanities at Qatar Academy are taught through the International 
Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) Primary Years Programme (PYP), Middle Years Programme 
(MYP) and the Diploma Programme (DP).  
  
Social Studies in the PYP is taught through the transdisciplinary themes, and arranged into 
five different strands: human systems and economic activities; social organization and 
culture; continuity and change through time; human and natural environments; and 
resources and the environment.   
 
MYP Humanities includes the study of History, Geography, Economics and Business Studies. 
 DP ‘Individuals in Societies’ also includes Business & Management, Economics, Geography 
and History.   
  
Our goal is that students will:   
  
• Appreciate that the study of humanities is essential if we are to understand who we are 
today and where we are going 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the culture, society, history, and geography of Qatar 
and the region 
• Demonstrate an understanding of their own culture and history and understand how this 
influences their view of the world 
• Understand and demonstrate an appreciation for the cultural diversity of our world, 
including the interactions of religions and cultures, as well as demonstrating a respect and 
tolerance for others 
• Analyze various concepts and perspectives through objective information 
• Apply and evaluate the methods used to gather and interpret information and understand 
the limitations of these methods    
• Understand that power is not shared equally by all groups and that the lives and views of 
those groups who are not in power are as important as the views of those who are in power  
• Understand that we live in an interdependent and finite world and natural resources must 
be wisely managed and used  
• Demonstrate personal responsibility in society at all levels; locally, nationally and globally 
• Express themselves clearly and confidently through a variety of media   
  
At Qatar Academy the curriculum content should allow teachers to focus on the depth of 
issues rather than covering a large number of topics. Through student centered learning and 
differentiated instruction, students have the ability to engage in guided exploratory learning 
using a variety of sources and activities.    
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The Role of 21st Century Learning in Social Studies & Humanities 
 

Qatar Academy has established expectations about the role of 21st Century Learning 
throughout the school.  The full text of these expectations is available at 
http://elearning.qataracademy.wikispaces.net/21st+Century+Learning-+Qatar+Academy. 
Within Social Studies, Humanities and all subjects, teachers and students ensure 
that technology is used to create an atmosphere which supports  

 Creativity and Innovation 

 Communication and Collaboration 

 Research and Information Fluency 

 Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 

 Digital Citizenship 

 Technology Operations and Concepts. 
  

http://elearning.qataracademy.wikispaces.net/21st+Century+Learning-+Qatar+Academy
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Development of a Comprehensive Social Studies & Humanities Curriculum 
 
Qatar Academy follows the guidelines of the Primary Years Programme (PYP), Middle Years 
Programme (MYP) and Diploma Programme (DP) of the International Baccalaureate 
Organization.   
 
In the Diploma Programme, the curriculum is determined by the syllabi of each course, 
respectively.  In the Primary and Middle Years Programmes however, the content is not 
prescribed, as these are more of a philosophy and/or framework for learning.   
 
Although already delivering PYP, MYP and DP, in May of 2006 Qatar Academy created a set 
of Standards and Benchmarks (Appendix B) to ensure that the major themes of Humanities 
were explored.  However, with a deeper understanding of PYP Social Studies, and the 
development of new MYP Humanities Concepts by the IB (Appendix C), the Qatar Academy 
Standards and Benchmarks became redundant. Subsequently, a thorough curriculum 
review process allowed for the assimilation of Qatar Academy Standards and Benchmarks 
into MYP Humanities Objectives and Concepts (Appendix D).  Within the PYP, Qatar 
Academy followed the examples in the IB’s Social Studies Scope and Sequence, and 
developed banded and yearly objectives, which are taught through the Units of Inquiry. 
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PYP Banded and Yearly Objectives  
Primary School Pre-School 3 ς Grade 5  

 

Banded and Yearly Objectives: Pre-School 3 and 4 

Students will: 

 Explore their understanding of people and their lives, focusing on themselves, their 
friends and families, and their immediate environment. 

 Practice applying rules and routines to work and play. 

 Gain an increasing awareness of themselves in relation to the various groups to which 
they belong and be conscious of systems by which they organize themselves 

 Develop their sense of place, and the reasons why particular places are important to 
people 

 Develop their sense of time, and recognize important events in their own lives, and how 
time and change affect people 

 Explore the role of technology in their lives. 
 
 
These overall expectations will be accessed through the following yearly objectives: 

Pre-School 3 

 Identify their role in the classroom  

 Identify roles, rights and responsibilities in society 

 

Pre-School 4 

 Reflect on a journey he or she has taken and what was learned from it  

 Represent some of the journeys he or she has taken 

 Understand that a journey involves ‘place’ 

 Give reasons why journeys are made 

 Identify the chronological steps necessary in making a journey 

 Formulate and ask questions about the past, the future, places and society 
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Banded and Yearly Objectives: Kindergarten and Grade 1 
Students will: 

 Increase their understanding of their world, focusing on themselves, their friends and 
families and their environment. 

 Appreciate the reasons why people belong to groups, the roles they fulfill and the 
different ways that people interact within groups. 

 Recognize connections within and between systems by which people organize 
themselves. 

 Broaden their sense of place and the reasons why particular places are important to 
people, as well as how and why people’s activities influence, and are influenced by, the 
places in their environment 

 Start to develop an understanding of their relationship with the environment 

 Gain a greater sense of time, recognizing important events in their own lives, and how 
time and change affect people. 

 Become increasingly aware of how advances in technology affect individuals and the 
environment. 

 

These overall expectations will be accessed through the following learning objectives: 

Kindergarten 

 Explain how being responsible enables us to care for ourselves and our environment  

 Identify the need for routines at home and school 

 Recognise that if routines are not followed there is a consequence   

 Describe the need for a home 

 Investigate different homes around the world both past and present 

 Analyze why houses are built in different ways 

 Research into environmental factors that affect homes  

 Formulate and ask questions about the past, the future, places and society 

 Orientate place and time 

 Identify roles, rights and responsibilities in society 

 

Grade 1 

 Define what a family is 

 Compare and contrast different types of families  

 Understand family functions in different ways 

 Create a timeline of events in your families’ history 

 Understand that artifacts and heirlooms can be passed from generation to generation 
over time  

 Formulate and ask questions about the past, the future, places and society 

 Use and analyse evidence from a variety of historical, geographical and societal sources  

 Orientate place and time 

 Identify roles, rights and responsibilities in society 
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Banded and Yearly Objectives: Grades 2 and 3 

Students will: 

 Extend their understanding of human society, focusing on themselves and others within 
their own community as well as other communities that are distant in time and place. 

 Investigate how and why groups are organized within communities, and the ways in 
which communities reflect the cultures and customs of their people. 

 Recognize the interdependency of systems and their function within local and national 
communities. 

 Increase their awareness of how people influence, and are influenced by, the places in 
the environment. 

 Explore the relationship between valuing the environment and protecting it. 

 Extend their understanding of time, recognizing important events in people’s lives, and 
how the past is recorded and remembered in different ways. 

 Broaden their understanding of the impact of advances in technology over time, on 
individuals, society and the environment. 

 

These overall expectations will be accessed through the following learning objectives: 

Grade 2 

 Ask questions about the natural and physical environment 

 Identify problems and formulate questions that make links between prior learning, new 
situations and further actions.  

 Identify the responsibility of people towards the environment 

 Identify environmental issues in their local community 

 Identify opportunities for solutions to environmental problems in local community 

 Explain how and why people’s activities both influence and are influenced by their 
environment 

 Identify the impact of technological change on society 

 Identify how societies preserve, modify and change how people live 

 Describe human society within his/her own community and communities that are 
distant in place 

 Explain how and why groups are organized within communities and the ways in which 
communities reflect the cultures and customs of their people 

 Explain how cultural groups may vary in their customs and practices, yet reflect similar 
purposes 

 Explain the impact of scientific and technological changes on societies 

 Identify where technology can be found at school and at home and explain its purpose. 

 Give examples of the impact technology has on our lives at school 

 Give examples of the impact technology has on our lives at home 

 Formulate and ask questions about the past, the future, places and society 

 Use and analyse evidence from a variety of historical, geographical and societal sources  

 Orientate place and time 

 Identify roles, rights and responsibilities in society 
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Grade 3 

 Explain how and why peoples activities both influence and are influenced by their 
environment 

 Identify the impact of technological change on society 

 Use timelines to demonstrate the passing of time and represent important events 

 Describe human society within his/her own community and communities that are 
distant in time and place 

 Explain how and why groups are organized within communities and the ways in which 
communities reflect the cultures and customs of their people 

 Explain how cultural groups may vary in their customs and practices, yet reflect similar 
purposes 

 Explain the impact of scientific and technological changes on societies 

 Explain the concept of time, recognising important events in people’s lives and how the 
past is recorded and reported in different ways 

 Explain how and why people manage resources and why different systems have 
developed for the exchange of different goods and services 

 Explain their role as consumers, producers and conservers 

 Explain how and why value is attributed to different commodities 

 Explain scarcity and abundance and its impact on value 

 Identify and research someone of personal significance 

 Demonstrate an awareness of themselves in relation to the various groups to which 
they belong 

 Identify what experiences and interests have led to the attributes demonstrated 

 Identify strengths as a learner   

 Formulate and ask questions about the past, the future, places and society 

 Use and analyse evidence from a variety of historical, geographical and societal sources  

 Orientate place and time 

 Identify roles, rights and responsibilities in society 

 Assess the accuracy, validity and possible bias of sources 
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Banded and Yearly Objectives: Grades 4 and 5 

Students will: 

 Recognize different aspects of human society, focusing on themselves and others within 
their own community as well as groups of people that are distant in time and place. 

 Extend their understanding of how and why groups are organized within communities, 
and how participation within groups involves rights and responsibilities. 

 Understand the interdependency of systems and their function within local and 
national communities. 

 Deepen their awareness of how people influence, and are influenced by, places in the 
environment. 

 Realize the significance of developing a sense of belonging and stewardship towards the 
environment, valuing and caring for it, in the interests of themselves and future 
generations. 

 Consolidate their understanding of time, recognizing how ideas and actions of people in 
the past have changed the lives of others, and appreciating how the past is recorded 
and remembered in different ways. 

 Gain an understanding of how and why people manage resources. 

 Understand the impact of technological advances on their own lives, on society and on 
the world, and will reflect on the need to make responsible decisions concerning the 
use of technologies. 

 
 

These overall expectations will be accessed through the following learning objectives: 

Grade 4 

 Identify and explain how the earth is continually changing 

 Identify and explain the causes and impact of natural disasters 

 Explain ways in which humans respond to the ever changing nature of the Earth 

 Explain how the ideas and actions of people in the past have changed and influenced 
the lives of others 

 Explain the impact of  technological and scientific changes on societies 

 Compare the positive and negative impacts of exploration and discovery 

 Identify possible reasons for exploration and discovery 

 Use mapping tools effectively 

 Outline the chronology of events 

 Explain the importance of water as a resource for both humans and other living things 

 Explain the responsibility that humans have to preserve the worlds water 

 Explain how humans can have a positive and negative impact on the worlds water 

 Identify and explain ways in which humans can take action to ensure a balanced sharing 
of the world resources  

 Explain what an organization is and give examples of well known organizations 

 Explain why an organization has been formed  (purpose) 

 Identify the different roles within an organization (structure) 

 Use and reflect upon the PYP Action Cycle 

 Identify the impact these organizations have had on society 
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 Formulate and ask questions about the past, the future, places and society 

 Use and analyse evidence from a variety of historical, geographical and societal sources   

 Orientate place and time 

 Identify roles, rights and responsibilities in society 

 Assess the accuracy, validity and possible bias of sources 
 

Grade 5 

 Use both primary and secondary sources in their research 

 Differentiate between a primary and secondary source 

 Explain the roles of specific people who play a part in uncovering the past 

 Analyze the evidence they find and draw conclusions from that evidence 

 Describe human made systems focusing on themselves and others within their own 
communities 

 Identify how the different parts of a system are connected and why 

 Compare and contrast different systems in terms of common elements and 
effectiveness 

 Explain the consequence of a system or part of a system failing 

 Demonstrate an understanding of the terms consumer and conserver. 

 Explain their responsibility as a consumer/conserver of energy. 

 Formulate and ask questions about the past, the future, places and society 

 Use and analyse evidence from a variety of historical, geographical and societal sources 

 Orientate in relation to place and time 

 Identify roles, rights and responsibilities in society 

 Assess the accuracy, validity and possible bias of sources 
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MYP Humanities Aims, Objectives and Concepts 
 
Aims 
The aims of the programme are to encourage and enable students to: 

1. appreciate the range of human and environmental commonalities and diversities 
2. understand the interactions and interdependence of individuals, societies and 

environments in different contexts 
3. understand how both environmental and human systems operate and evolve over 

time 
4. identify and develop a concern for human and environmental well-being 
5. act upon opportunities to be a responsible global citizen 
6. develop effective inquiry skills to achieve conceptual understanding in humanities 

   From:  MYP Humanities Guide, International Baccalaureate Organization (January, 2012) 

Objectives 
The objectives of any MYP subject state the specific targets that are set for learning in the 
subject. They define what the student will be able to accomplish as a result of studying the 
subject. 
These objectives relate directly to the assessment criteria found in the “Humanities 
assessment criteria” section. 
   From:   MYP Humanities Guide, International Baccalaureate Organization (January, 2012) 
 
MYP Objective A:  Knowing & Understanding  
Knowing and Understanding the content is fundamental to studying Humanities and forms 
the base from which to explore concepts and develop skills. Knowing and Understanding is 
both factual and conceptual and provides the foundation for critical thinking. 
   From:   MYP Humanities Guide, International Baccalaureate Organization (January, 2012) 
 
At the end of the MYP Programme, students should be able to: 

1. Use Humanities terminology in context  
2. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of subject-specific content and concepts 

through developed descriptions, explanations and examples. 
 
Specifically, the MYP Humanities Concepts are: 
i. Change ς  

Causes, processes and consequences of change—natural and artificial, intentional 
and unintentional, positive and negative are addressed. This concept examines the 
forces that shape the world, past, present and future. It is universal and inevitable. 

 
ii. Time, Place and Space ς  

Time is not simply the measurement of years or time periods but as a continuum of 
significant events of the past, present and future. 
Place and space are complex concepts whose definitions are fluid. Place is socially 
constructed and can be explored in terms of constraints and opportunities afforded 
by location. Places have value and meaning defined by humans.  
Space considers the interaction of social, economic, political processes and the 
resulting patterns and networks that arise.  
Challenges related to "place/space" can be on a local, national and global scale.  
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iii. Global Interactions ς  

These are points of departure for understanding one’s own culture. This concept 
refers to the interconnectedness of the world as a whole. It addresses the 
relationship between societies and cultures in broader global contexts. 

 
iv. Systems ς  

Systems provide structure and order in both natural and human environments. 
Systems are dynamic and complex in nature.  They rely on a state of equilibrium, 
which is vulnerable to change. Everything is connected to a system or systems.  

 
MYP Objective B:  Investigating 
The development of investigative skills in humanities is an integral part of the inquiry cycle. It 
enables students to plan and carry out research and fieldwork as individuals or in a group.   
Students should be able to demonstrate investigative skills throughout the humanities 
course to an increasing level of sophistication. 
   From:   MYP Humanities Guide, International Baccalaureate Organization (January, 2012) 
 
At the end of the MYP Programme, students should be able to: 

1. Formulate a focused research question 
2. Formulate and follow an action plan to investigate a research question 
3. Use methods accurately collect and record information consistent with the research 

question 
4. Effectively address the research question 

 
MYP Objective C:  Thinking Critically  
Thinking Critically in humanities is vital in developing a deeper understanding about the 
humanities concepts. It is built on the knowledge-base of humanities and is an integral part 
of the inquiry cycle. Students should be able to demonstrate critical thinking throughout the 
Humanities course to an increasing level of sophistication. 
   From:   MYP Humanities Guide, International Baccalaureate Organization (January, 2012) 
 
At the end of the MYP Programme, students should be able to: 

1. Analyse concepts, events, issues, models and arguments  
2. Evaluate and analyse a range of sources in terms of origin and purpose, recognising 

values and limitations 
3. Interpret different perspectives and their implications 
4. Synthesise information in order to make valid, well-supported arguments 

 
MYP Objective D:  Communicating  
Students should be able to demonstrate the ability to use a variety of media to organize and 
communicate their factual and conceptual learning. These formats include, but are not 
limited to; written reports, oral presentations, cartoons, storyboards, maps, diagrams, flow 
charts, PowerPoint® presentations, podcasts, animations and videos.  
Students should be able to demonstrate communication throughout the Humanities course 
to an increasing level of sophistication. 
   From:   MYP Humanities Guide, International Baccalaureate Organization (January, 2012) 
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At the end of the MYP Programme, students should be able to: 
1. Communicate information and ideas using an appropriate style for the audience and 

purpose 
2. Structure information and ideas in a way that is appropriate to the specified format 
3. Document sources of information using recognised conventions 

  



16 

 

MYP Humanities Yearly Objectives 
Grades 6 ς 10 

 

Following the MYP philosophical framework, students should be able to meet the criteria 
related to each of the listed objectives by the end of each specified year. 
 

Grade 6 
Objective A:  Knowing and Understanding  

 With teacher support, use basic humanities terminology in context  

 With teacher support, demonstrate knowledge of subject-specific content and 
concepts through developed descriptions and examples 

 
Objective B:  Investigation  

 With teacher support, formulate a research question 

 Use teacher-specified methods to formulate and follow an action plan to investigate 
a research question 

 With teacher support, use methods to collect and record information consistent with 
the research question 

 With the support of the teacher, address the research question 
 
Objective C:  Thinking Critically  

 With teacher support, outline concepts, events, issues or arguments 

 With teacher support, classify a range of sources in terms of origin and purpose 

 With teacher support, identify different views and their implications 

 With teacher support, make connections between information to give an opinion 
 
Objective D:  Communicating  

 With teacher support, communicate information and ideas using an appropriate style 
for the audience and purpose 

 With teacher support, structure information and ideas in a way that is appropriate to 
the specified format 

 With teacher support, create a list of sources of information according to the task 
instructions 
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Grade 7 
Objective A:  Knowing and Understanding  

 With limited teacher support, use intermediate humanities terminology in context 

 With teacher support, demonstrate knowledge of subject-specific content and 
concepts through developed descriptions and examples 

 
Objective B:  Investigation  

 With teacher support, formulate a focused research question 

 With teacher support, formulate and follow an action plan to investigate a research 
question 

 With teacher support, use methods accurately to collect and record information 
consistent with the research question. With limited support from the teacher, 
address the research question 

 
Objective C:  Thinking Critically  

 With limited teacher support, describe concepts, events, issues or arguments  

 With teacher support, compare a range of sources in terms of origin and purpose, 
recognizing their limitations 

 With limited teacher support, interpret different perspectives  

 With limited teacher support, make connections between information to make valid 
arguments 

 
Objective D:  Communicating  

 With limited teacher support, communicate information and ideas using an 
appropriate style for the audience and purpose 

 With limited teacher support, structure information and ideas in a way that is 
appropriate to the specified format 

 With limited teacher support, create a list of sources of information according to the 
task instructions 
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Grade 8 
Objective A:  Knowing and Understanding  

 Independently use intermediate humanities terminology appropriately in context 

 Demonstrate knowledge of subject-specific content and concepts through developed 
descriptions, explanations and examples 

 
Objective B:  Investigation  

 With limited teacher support, formulate a focused research question 

 Independently formulate and follow an action plan to investigate a research question 

 Independently use methods to collect and record information consistent with the 
research question 

 Independently address the research question 
 
Objective C:  Thinking Critically  

 Independently explain concepts, events, issues, models and/or arguments 

 Independently, compare a range of sources in terms of origin and purpose, 
recognizing values and limitations 

 Independently interpret different perspectives 

 Make connections between information to make valid, well-supported arguments 
 
Objective D:  Communicating  

 Independently communicate information and ideas using an appropriate style for the 
audience and purpose 

 Independently structure information and ideas in a way that is appropriate to the 
specified format 

 With teacher support, document sources of information using recognized 
conventions 
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Grade 9 
Objective A:  Knowing and Understanding  

 Use intermediate and advanced humanities terminology appropriately in context 

 Independently demonstrate knowledge of subject-specific content and concepts 
through developed descriptions, explanations and examples 

 
Objective B:  Investigation  

 Formulate a focused research question 

 Independently formulate and follow an action plan to investigate a research question 

 Independently use methods accurately to collect and record information consistent 
with the research question 

 Effectively address the research question 

 
Objective C:  Thinking Critically  

 Analyse concepts, events, issues, models and arguments 

 Evaluate a range of sources in terms of origin and purpose, recognizing values and 
limitations 

 With limited teacher support, interpret different perspectives and their implications 

 Synthesize information in order to make valid, well-supported arguments 

 
Objective D:  Communicating 

 Communicate information and ideas using an appropriate style for the audience and 
purpose 

 Independently structure information and ideas in a way that is appropriate to the 
specified format 

 Document sources of information using recognized conventions 
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Grade 10 
Objective A:  Knowing and Understanding  

 Use humanities terminology in context 

 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of subject-specific content and concepts 
through developed descriptions, explanations and examples 

 
Objective B:  Investigation  

 Formulate a focused research question 

 Formulate and follow an action plan to investigate a research question 

 Use methods accurately to collect and record information consistent with the 
research question 

 Effectively address the research question 

 
Objective C:  Thinking Critically  

 Analyse concepts, events, issues, models and arguments 

 Evaluate and analyse a range of sources in terms of origin and purpose, recognizing 
values and limitations 

 Interpret different perspectives and their implications 

 Synthesize information in order to make valid, well-supported arguments 

 
Objective D:  Communicating 

 Communicate information and ideas using an appropriate style for the audience and 
purpose 

 Structure information and ideas in a way that is appropriate to the specified format 

 Document sources of information using recognized conventions 
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Integration of the MYP AOI and ATL 
 

The inclusion of various whole-school, curriculum-related initiatives at Qatar Academy was 
also a part of the Humanities Curriculum Review Process.  In particular, the IB Areas of 
Interaction (AOI) Progression and Approaches to Learning (ATL) Progression were considered 
/ integrated when reviewing the Qatar Academy Senior School Humanities Curriculum. 
 
The AOI Progression in the MYP 
The areas of interaction are, put simply, the contexts through which the curriculum content 
interacts with the real world. 
In the programme model, the distinctive core of the five areas of interaction surrounds the 
learner. They are common interactive themes embedded in the subject groups, but they are 
not subject disciplines in their own right. They are common to all disciplines and require all 
teachers to teach their subject content in a way that encourages students to become 
increasingly aware of the connections between their learning and the real world. The areas 
of interaction can also be described as five broad areas of student inquiry.  From:   MYP: From 

principles into practice. International Baccalaureate Organization (August, 2008) 
 
Please refer to Appendix E for details regarding the integration of the AOI Progression in the 
MYP as it relates to individual units in the Senior School Humanities. 
For the overall AOI Progression for Qatar Academy Senior School, please contact either the 
AOI Coordinator, or the MYP Coordinator. 
 
 
 

The ATL Progression in the MYP 
This encourages students to take increasing responsibility for their learning, 
to question and evaluate information critically, and to seek out and explore 
the links between subjects. Learning how to learn and how to evaluate 
information critically is as important as the content of the subject disciplines 
themselves.      From: MYP: From principles into practice., International Baccalaureate 

Organization (August, 2008) 

 

 See Appendix F for an overview of how the ATL can be integrated to the 
MYP Humanities Objectives.   

 Please see the Humanities Academic Coordinator for details regarding the 
integration of the specific ATL Progression as it relates to individual units 
in Qatar Academy Senior School Humanities. 

 See Appendix G for specific reference to the integration of Command 
Terms across the grade levels in the MYP as preparation for DP courses. 

 See Appendix H for an overview of Units taught at each grade level, as well 
as the Text Types and MYP Concepts across the Humanities Curriculum. 

 For the overall ATL Progression for Qatar Academy Senior School, please 
contact either the AOI Coordinator, or the MYP Coordinator. 
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Appendix A: PYP Social Studies Unit and Skills Outlines 
 
The outlines below are a bridge between the PYP banded and yearly objectives, and day-to-
day teaching and learning.  They describe the units that will be used to teach the Social 
Studies objectives.  It is expected that the document will change regularly; changes will be 
purposeful.  When a teaching team considers an adjustment in one area, the PYP 
Coordinator is responsible for considering the related adjustments needed in other areas to 
maintain a balanced delivery of the full Social Studies program.  The PYP Coordinator is 
responsible for final decisions about needed adjustments, and for maintaining an up-to-date 
document.  The outlines below are current as of June 27, 2011.  For a current document at 
any time, contact the PYP Coordinator. 

 

Pre-School 3 

Learning will include the development 
of the following knowledge, concepts 
and skills 

 Possible learning outcomes in social 
studies 

Transdisciplinary theme: 

Who We Are 

An inquiry into the nature of the self: 
beliefs and values; personal, physical, 
mental, social and spiritual health; 
human relationships including families, 
friends, communities, and cultures; 
rights and responsibilities; what it 
means to be human. 

 

Central Idea: 

Everyday I can learn more about who I 
am, what I can do and how I am 
changing. 

 

Key Concepts: 

Form 

Function 

Change 

 

Related Concepts: 

 

Lines of inquiry: 

Physical characteristics 

What I can do 

How I am changing 

Social Studies strand(s): 

Social organization and culture 

 

Social Studies skills   

Formulate and ask questions about the 
past, the future, places and society 

Use and analyse evidence from a 
variety of historical, geographical and 
societal sources  

Orientate place and time 

Identify roles, rights and 
responsibilities in society 

Assess the accuracy, validity and 
possible bias of sources 

The student will be able to: 

Identify their role in the classroom 
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Pre 4 

Learning will include the development 
of the following knowledge, concepts 
and skills 

 Possible learning outcomes in social 
studies 

Transdisciplinary theme: 

Where We Are in Place and Time 

An inquiry into orientation in place and 
time; personal histories; homes and 
journeys; the discoveries, explorations, 
and migrations of humankind; the 
relationships between and the 
interconnectedness of individuals and 
civilizations, from local and global 
perspectives. 

 

Central Idea: 

Journeys have a purpose and can lead 
to new experiences. 

 

Key Concepts: 

Function,  

Perspective 

Connection 

 

Related Concepts: 

 

Lines of inquiry: 

What a journey is 

Why we go on a journey 

What we can find out  

there 

Social Studies strand(s): 

Human systems and economic activities 

 

Social Studies skills   

Formulate and ask questions about the 
past, the future, places and society 

Use and analyse evidence from a variety 
of historical, geographical and societal 
sources  

Orientate place and time 

Identify roles, rights and responsibilities 
in society 

Assess the accuracy, validity and 
possible bias of sources 

The student will be able to: 

Reflect on a journey he or she has 
taken and what was learned from it  

Represent some of the journeys he or 
she has taken 

Understand that a journey involves 
‘place’ 

Give reasons why journeys are made 

Identify the chronological steps 
necessary in making a journey 
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Kindergarten 

Learning will include the development 
of the following knowledge, concepts 
and skills 

 Possible learning outcomes in social 
studies 

Transdisciplinary theme: 

How We Organise Ourselves 

An inquiry into the interconnectedness 
of human made systems and 
communities; the structure and 
function of organizations; societal 
decision-making; economic activities 
and their impact on humankind and 
the environment. 

 

Central Idea: 

We are responsible for setting up 
routines to help us be organised and 
keep safe. 

 

Key Concepts: 

Responsibility 

Causation 

 

Related Concepts: 

 

 

Lines of inquiry: 

What routines are followed during the 
day 

Why we follow routines 

How being responsible helps us to care 
for ourselves and our environment 

Social Studies strand(s): 

Social Organisation and Culture 

Human systems and economic activities 

 

Social Studies skills   

Formulate and ask questions about the 
past, the future, places and society 

Use and analyse evidence from a 
variety of historical, geographical and 
societal sources  

Orientate place and time 

Identify roles, rights and responsibilities 
in society 

Assess the accuracy, validity and 
possible bias of sources 

The student will be able to: 

Explain how being responsible enables 
us to care for ourselves and our 
environment  

Identify the need for routines at home 
and school 

Recognise that if routines are not 
followed there is a consequence   
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Kindergarten 

Learning will include the development 
of the following knowledge, concepts 
and skills 

 Possible learning outcomes in social 
studies 

Transdisciplinary theme: 

Where We Are in Place and Time 

An inquiry into orientation in place and 
time; personal histories; homes and 
journeys; the discoveries, explorations, 
and migrations of humankind; the 
relationships between and the 
interconnectedness of individuals and 
civilizations, from local and global 
perspectives. 

 

Central Idea:  

People make their homes in different 
places and in different ways. 

 

Key Concepts:  

Form 

Causation 

Function 

 

Related Concepts: 

 

Lines of inquiry: 

The human need for a home 

Our own homes 

Environments affecting the types of 
homes we live in 

Social Studies strand(s): 

Human and natural environments 

 

Social Studies skills   

Formulate and ask questions about the 
past, the future, places and society 

Use and analyse evidence from a variety 
of historical, geographical and societal 
sources  

Orientate place and time 

Identify roles, rights and responsibilities 
in society 

Assess the accuracy, validity and 
possible bias of sources 

The student will be able to: 

Describe the need for a home 

Investigate different homes around 
the world both past and present 

Analyze why houses are built in 
different ways 

Research into environmental factors 
that affect homes 
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Grade 1 

Learning will include the development 
of the following knowledge, concepts 
and skills 

 Possible learning outcomes in social 
studies 

Transdisciplinary theme: 

Where We Are in Place and Time 

An inquiry into orientation in place 
and time; personal histories; homes 
and journeys; the discoveries, 
explorations, and migrations of 
humankind; the relationships 
between and the interconnectedness 
of individuals and civilizations, from 
local and global perspectives. 

 

Central Idea: 

Family histories help us understand 
our place in our culture and our 
family. 

 

Key Concepts: 

Change 

Reflection 

Connection 

 

Related Concepts: 

 

 

Lines of inquiry: 

What a family is 

Similarities and differences between 
different types of families 

Heirlooms, traditions and past events 
that are important to your family 

Social Studies strand(s): 

Continuity and change through time 

 

Social Studies skills   

Formulate and ask questions about the 
past, the future, places and society 

Use and analyse evidence from a variety 
of historical, geographical and societal 
sources  

Orientate place and time 

Identify roles, rights and responsibilities 
in society 

Assess the accuracy, validity and possible 
bias of sources 

The student will be able to: 

Define what a family is 

Compare and contrast different types 
of families  

Understand family functions in 
different ways 

Create a timeline of events in your 
families’ history 

Understand that artifacts and 
heirlooms can be pasted from 
generation to generation over time  
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Grade 2 

Learning will include the development 
of the following knowledge, concepts 
and skills 

 Possible learning outcomes in social 
studies 

Transdisciplinary theme: 

Sharing the Planet: 

An inquiry into the rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle to share 
finite resources with other people and 
with other living things; communities 
and the relationships within and 
between them; access to equal 
opportunities; peace and conflict 
resolution. 

 

Central Idea: 

Our personal choices can change our 
environment. 

 

Key Concepts: 

Causation 

Change 

Responsibility 

 

Related Concepts: 

 

 

Lines of inquiry: 

How our personal choices can affect 
the environment 

How different materials can be reused 

Action we can take at home and at 
school to reduce, reuse and recycle 
and to show respect for our 
environment 

Social Studies strand(s): 

Resources and the environment 

 

Social Studies skills   

Formulate and ask questions about the 
past, the future, places and society 

Use and analyse evidence from a variety 
of historical, geographical and societal 
sources  

Orientate place and time 

Identify roles, rights and responsibilities 
in society 

Assess the accuracy, validity and possible 
bias of sources 

The student will be able to: 

Ask questions about the natural and 
physical environment 

Identify problems and formulate 
questions that make links between 
prior learning, new situations and 
further actions.  

Identify the responsibility of people 
towards the environment 

Identify environmental issues in their 
local community 

Identify opportunities for solutions to 
environmental problems in local 
community 
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Grade 2 

Learning will include the development 
of the following knowledge, concepts 
and skills 

 Possible learning outcomes in social 
studies 

Transdisciplinary theme: 

Where We Are in Place and Time 

An inquiry into orientation in place and 
time; personal histories; homes and 
journeys; the discoveries, explorations, 
and migrations of humankind; the 
relationships between and the 
interconnectedness of individuals and 
civilizations, from local and global 
perspectives. 

 

Central Idea: 

The way a community meets its needs 
is affected by its environment. 

 

Key Concepts:  

Causation 

Connection 

 

Related Concepts: 

 

 

Lines of inquiry: 

What the basic human needs are 

What the similarities and differences 
between different communities are 

How their needs are met 

How a country’s environment can 
affect its needs 

Social Studies strand(s): 

Resources and the environment 

Human and natural environments 

 

Social Studies skills   

Formulate and ask questions about the 
past, the future, places and society 

Use and analyse evidence from a variety 
of historical, geographical and societal 
sources  

Orientate place and time 

Identify roles, rights and responsibilities 
in society 

Assess the accuracy, validity and possible 
bias of sources 

The student will be able to: 

Explain how and why people’s 
activities both influence and are 
influenced by their environment 

Identify the impact of technological 
change on society 

Identify how societies preserve, 
modify and change how people live 

Describe human society within his/her 
own community and communities that 
are distant in place 

Explain how and why groups are 
organized within communities and the 
ways in which communities reflect the 
cultures and customs of their people 

Explain how cultural groups may vary 
in their customs and practices, yet 
reflect similar purposes 

Explain the impact of scientific and 
technological changes on societies 
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Grade 2 

Learning will include the development 
of the following knowledge, concepts 
and skills 

 Possible learning outcomes in social 
studies 

Transdisciplinary theme: 

How We Organise Ourselves: 

An inquiry into the interconnectedness 
of human made systems and 
communities; the structure and 
function of organizations; societal 
decision making; economic activities 
and their impact on humankind and 
the environment. 

 

Central Idea: 

Technology has an impact on our life 
at school and at home. 

 

Key Concepts: 

Causation 

Change 

Form 

 

Related Concepts: 

Technology, innovation, 
communication 

 

Lines of inquiry: 

How technology impacts our life at 
school 

*How technology impacts our life at 
home 

Social Studies strand(s): 

Resources and the environment 

Continuity and change through time 

 

Social Studies skills:   

Formulate and ask questions about the 
past, the future, places and society 

Use and analyse evidence from a variety 
of historical, geographical and societal 
sources  

Orientate place and time 

Identify roles, rights and responsibilities 
in society 

Assess the accuracy, validity and possible 
bias of sources 

The student will be able to: 

 Identify where technology can be 
found at school and at home and 
explain its purpose. 

 Give examples of the impact 
technology has on our lives at school 

 Give examples of the impact 
technology has on our lives at home 
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Grade 3 

Learning will include the development 
of the following knowledge, concepts 
and skills 

 Possible learning outcomes in social 
studies 

Transdisciplinary theme: 

An inquiry into orientation in place and 
time; personal histories; homes and 
journeys; the discoveries, explorations 
and migrations of humankind;the 
relationships between and the 
interconnectedness of individuals and 
civilisations, from local and global 
perspectives. 

 

Central Idea: 

To understand the present we need to 
explore and understand the past. 

Key Concepts: 

Function 

Change 

Connection 

 

Related Concepts: 

 

 

Lines of inquiry: 

The systems and artifacts developed in 
the past 

The aspects of the past that are 
relevant today 

Social Studies strand(s): 

Continuity and change through time 

Social organisation and culture 

 

Social Studies skills   

Formulate and ask questions about the 
past, the future, places and society 

Use and analyse evidence from a variety 
of historical, geographical and societal 
sources  

Orientate place and time 

Identify roles, rights and responsibilities 
in society 

Assess the accuracy, validity and possible 
bias of sources 

The student will be able to: 

Explain how and why peoples activities 
both influence and are influenced by 
their environment 

Identify the impact of technological 
change on society 

Use timelines to demonstrate the 
passing of time and represent 
important events 

Describe human society within his/her 
own community and communities that 
are distant in time and place 

Explain how and why groups are 
organized within communities and the 
ways in which communities reflect the 
cultures and customs of their people 

Explain how cultural groups may vary 
in their customs and practices, yet 
reflect similar purposes 

Explain the impact of scientific and 
technological changes on societies 

Explain the concept of time, 
recognising important events in 
people’s lives and how the past is 
recorded and reported in different 
ways 
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Grade 3 

Learning will include the development 
of the following knowledge, concepts 
and skills 

Learning will include the development of 
the following knowledge, concepts and 
skills 

Learning will include the development 
of the following knowledge, concepts 
and skills 

Transdisciplinary theme: 

How We Organise Ourselves: 

An inquiry into the interconnectedness 
of human made systems and 
communities; the structure and function 
of organizations; societal decision-
making; economic activities and their 
impact on humankind and the 
environment. 

Central Idea: 

Trade is a method of exchange  which 
depends on the value people place on 
different commodities. 

Key Concepts: 

Perspective 

Causation 

Function 

Related Concepts: 

 

Lines of inquiry: 

What trade is 

Why different people place different 
value on commodities 

Social Studies strand(s): 

Human systems and economic activities 

Resources and the environment 

 

Social Studies skills   

Formulate and ask questions about the 
past, the future, places and society 

Use and analyse evidence from a variety 
of historical, geographical and societal 
sources  

Orientate place and time 

Identify roles, rights and responsibilities 
in society 

Assess the accuracy, validity and possible 
bias of sources 

The student will be able to: 

Explain how and why people manage 
resources and why different systems 
have developed for the exchange of 
different goods and services 

Explain their role as consumers, 
producers and conservers 

Explain how and why value is 
attributed to different commodities 

Explain scarcity and abundance and 
its impact on value 
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Grade 3 

Learning will include the development 
of the following knowledge, concepts 
and skills 

 Possible learning outcomes in social 
studies 

Transdisciplinary theme: 

Who We Are 

An inquiry into the nature of the self: 
beliefs and values; personal, physical, 
mental, social and spiritual health; 
human relationships including families, 
friends, communities, and cultures; 
rights and responsibilities; what it 
means to be human. 

 

Central Idea: 

We all have a variety of experiences 
and interests, which combine to shape 
our attitudes and the way we learn. 

 

Key Concepts: 

Reflection 

Connection 

Change 

 

Related Concepts: 

 

Lines of inquiry: 

Why people feel and think differently 

The different ways we can learn 

How we can build on our strengths and 
improve on weaknesses 

How developing common agreements 
can help us work together 

Social Studies strand(s): 

Social Organisation and Culture 

Human Systems and economic activities 

 

Social Studies skills   

Formulate and ask questions about the 
past, the future, places and society 

Use and analyse evidence from a variety 
of historical, geographical and societal 
sources  

Orientate place and time 

Identify roles, rights and responsibilities 
in society 

Assess the accuracy, validity and possible 
bias of sources 

The student will be able to: 

Identify and research someone of 
personal significance 

Demonstrate an awareness of 
themselves in relation to the various 
groups to which they belong 

Identify what experiences and interests 
have led to the attributes 
demonstrated 

Identify strengths as a learner   
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Grade 4 

Learning will include the development 
of the following knowledge, concepts 
and skills 

 Possible learning outcomes in social 
studies 

Transdisciplinary theme: 

How The World Works 

An inquiry into the natural world and 
its laws; the interaction between the 
natural world (physical and biological) 
and human societies; how humans use 
their understanding of scientific 
principles; the impact of scientific and 
technological advances on society and 
the environment. 

 

Central Idea: 

Human survival is connected to 
understanding the continual changing 
nature of the Earth. 

 

Key Concepts: 

Causation 

Change 

Connection 

 

Related concepts: 

Landscape 

Geography 

Impact 

Disaster 

 

Lines of Inquiry 

How the different components of the 
earth are interellated. 

How the earth has changed and is 
continuing to change. 

Why the earth changes 

Human responses to the earth’s 
changes 

Social Studies strand(s): 

Human and Natural Environments 

 

Social Studies skills   

Formulate and ask questions about the 
past, the future, places and society 

Use and analyse evidence from a variety 
of historical, geographical and societal 
sources   

Orientate place and time 

Identify roles, rights and responsibilities 
in society 

Assess the accuracy, validity and 
possible bias of sources 

The student will be able to: 

Identify and explain how the earth is 
continually changing 

Identify and explain the causes and 
impact of natural disasters 

Explain ways in which humans respond 
to the ever changing nature of the 
Earth 
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Grade 4 

Learning will include the development of 
the following knowledge, concepts and 
skills 

 Possible learning outcomes in social 
studies 

Transdisciplinary theme: 

Where We Are in Place and Time 

An inquiry into orientation in place and 
time; personal histories; homes and 
journeys; the discoveries, explorations, 
and migrations of humankind; the 
relationships between and the 
interconnectedness of individuals and 
civilizations, from local and global 
perspectives. 

 

Central Idea: 

Explorations and discoveries have led to 
profound change 

 

Key Concepts:  

Change 

Perspective 

 

Related Concepts: 

Chronology 

Discovery Exploration 

 

Lines of inquiry: 

The differences between exploration 
and discovery     

Reasons for exploration    

Effects of exploration and discoveries   

How change comes about 

Social Studies strand(s): 

Continuity and change through time 

 

Social Studies skills   

Formulate and ask questions about the 
past, the future, places and society 

Use and analyse evidence from a variety 
of historical, geographical and societal 
sources 

Orientate place and time 

Identify roles, rights and responsibilities 
in society 

Assess the accuracy, validity and 
possible bias of sources 

The student will be able to: 

Explain how the ideas and actions of 
people in the past have changed and 
influenced the lives of others 

Explain the impact of  technological 
and scientific changes on societies 

Compare the positive and negative 
impacts of exploration and discovery 

Identify possible reasons for 
exploration and discovery 

Use mapping tools effectively 

Outline the chronology of events 
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Grade 4 

Learning will include the development of 
the following knowledge, concepts and 
skills 

 Possible learning outcomes in social 
studies 

Transdisciplinary theme: 

Sharing the Planet: 

An inquiry into the rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle to share 
finite resources with other people and 
with other living things; communities 
and the relationships within and 
between them; access to equal 
opportunities; peace and conflict 
resolution. 

 

Central Idea: 

Humans have an impact on the Earth’s 
water. 

 

Key Concepts:  

Causation 

Connection 

Responsibility 

 

Related Concepts: 

 

 

Lines of inquiry: 

Human impact on water 

Issues and responsibilities related to 
water pollution 

Social Studies strand(s): 

Resources and the environment 

 

Social Studies skills   

Formulate and ask questions about the 
past, the future, places and society 

Use and analyse evidence from a variety 
of historical, geographical and societal 
sources 

 Orientate place and time 

Identify roles, rights and responsibilities 
in society 

Assess the accuracy, validity and 
possible bias of sources 

The student will be able to: 

Explain the importance of water as a 
resource for both humans and other 
living things 

Explain the responsibility that humans 
have to preserve the worlds water 

Explain how humans can have a 
positive and negative impact on the 
worlds water 

Identify and explain ways in which 
humans can take action to ensure a 
balanced sharing of the world 
resources  
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Grade 4 

Learning will include the development of 
the following knowledge, concepts and 
skills 

 Possible learning outcomes in social 
studies 

Transdisciplinary theme: 

How We Organise Ourselves  

An inquiry into the inteconnectedness of 
human made systems and communities; 
the structure and function of 
organizations; societal decision-making; 
economic activities and their impact on 
humankind and the environment. 

 

Central Idea: 

Organizations take action to bring about 
change. 

 

Key Concepts: 

Form 

Function  

Causation 

 

Related concepts: 

Action 

Organization 

Cooperation 

Network 

 Roles 

Rights 

 

Lines of Inquiry 

What an organization is 

How and why organizations are created 
(action cycle) 

The impact organizations can have 

Social Studies strand(s): 

Human systems and economic 
activities 

Social organization and culture 

 

Social Studies skills   

Formulate and ask questions about the 
past, the future, places and society 

Use and analyse evidence from a 
variety of historical, geographical and 
societal sources  

Orientate place and time 

Identify roles, rights and 
responsibilities in society 

Assess the accuracy, validity and 
possible bias of sources 

The student will be able to: 

Explain what an organization is and 
give examples of well known 
organizations 

Explain why an organization has been 
formed  (purpose) 

Identify the different roles within an 
organization (structure) 

Use and reflect upon the PYP Action 
Cycle 

Identify the impact these organizations 
have had on society 
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Grade 5 

Learning will include the development of 
the following knowledge, concepts and 
skills 

 Possible Learning Outcomes in Social 
Studies 

Transdisciplinary Theme 

Where We Are in Place and Time 

An inquiry into orientation in place and 
time; personal histories; homes and 
journeys; the discoveries, explorations, 
and migrations of humankind; the 
relationships between and the 
interconnectedness of individuals and 
civilizations, from local and global 
perspectives. 

 

Central Idea 

Evidence, like puzzle pieces, help us 
reconstruct the past. 

 

Key Concepts 

Connection 

Perspective 

 

Related Concepts 

Chronology 

History 

Innovation 

 

Lines of Inquiry 

Primary and secondary sources 

The role of archaeologists, historians 
and biographers in uncovering the past. 

Social Studies Strand 

Continuity and change through time 

 

Social Studies Skills 

Formulate and ask questions about the 
past, the future, places and society 

Use and analyse evidence from a variety 
of historical geographical and societal 
sources 

Orientate in relation to place and time 

Identify roles, rights and responsibilities 
in society 

Assess the accuracy, validity and 
possible bias of sources 

The student will be able to: 

Use both primary and secondary 
sources in their research 

Differentiate between a primary and 
secondary source 

Explain the roles of specific people who 
play a part in uncovering the past 

Analyze the evidence they find and 
draw conclusions from that evidence 

  



38 

 

Grade 5 

Learning will include the development 
of the following knowledge, concepts 
and skills 

 Possible Learning Outcomes in Social 
Studies 

Transdisciplinary Theme 

How We Organise Ourselves 

An inquiry into the interconnectedness 
of human made systems and 
communities; the structure and function 
of organisations; societal decision 
making; economic activities and their 
impact on humankind and the 
environment. 

 

Central Idea 

Systems share common elements and 
are interdependent. 

 

Key Concepts 

Connection 

Causation 

 

Related Concepts 

 

Lines of Inquiry 

How separate elements make up a 
system 

How systems are connected 

Why we have systems 

Social Studies Strand 

Human systems and economic activities 

 

Social Studies Skills 

Formulate and ask questions about the 
past, the future, places and society 

Use and analyse evidence from a variety 
of historical geographical and societal 
sources 

Orientate in relation to place and time 

Identify roles, rights and responsibilities 
in society 

Assess the accuracy, validity and 
possible bias of sources 

The student will be able to: 

Describe human made systems 
focusing on themselves and others 
within their own communities 

Identify how the different parts of a 
system are connected and why 

Compare and contrast different 
systems in terms of common elements 
and effectiveness 

Explain the consequence of a system 
or part of a system failing 
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Grade 5 

Learning will include the development of 
the following knowledge, concepts and 
skills 

 Possible Learning Outcomes in Social 
Studies 

Transdisciplinary Theme 

How The World Works 

An inquiry into the natural world and its 
laws; the interaction between the natural 
world (physical and biological) and 
human societies; how humans use their 
understanding of scientific principles; the 
impact of scientific and technological 
advances on society and the 
environment. 

 

Central Idea 

Changes in our society and environment 
have led to a shift in the way we use 
energy. 

 

Key Concepts 

Causation  

Change 

 

Related Concepts 

Energy, 

Consumption 

Sustainability 

Lines of Inquiry 

Where energy comes from and its 

different forms. 

How we use energy. 

How energy can be changed from one 

form to another 

Our role as consumers and conservers of 
energy and the impact this has on the 
environment and society. 

Social Studies Strand 

Resources and the environment 

 

Social Studies Skills 

Formulate and ask questions about the 
past, the future, places and society 

Use and analyse evidence from a 
variety of historical geographical and 
societal sources 

Orientate in relation to place and time 

Identify roles, rights and 
responsibilities in society 

Assess the accuracy, validity and 
possible bias of sources 

The student will be able to: 

Demonstrate an understanding of the 
terms consumer and conserver. 

Explain their responsibility as a 
consumer/conserver of energy. 
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Appendix B: Qatar Academy Standards (May 2006 ς June 2011) 
 

 
 
 

  

 

QATAR ACADEMY HUMANITIES STANDARDS 
 

Governance & Active Citizenship  
Students will understand that ideologies contain beliefs and ideas about human nature. These 
ideologies are used to explain and justify systems of governance and concepts of citizenship. 
Students will understand the importance of active citizenship and good governance, in regards to 
decision making, power distribution, social justice and sustainability.   

 
Interactions  
Students will understand the ways in which societies interact with each other and their 
environments, both on a national and international level, including economic competition and 
interdependence, political and military alliances, diplomacy and human rights.  

 
Culture & Perceptions  
Students will understand cultural and intellectual developments and interactions among and within 
societies and how these influence a person’s response to ideas, information and situations.  

 
Production, Distribution & Consumption  
Students will understand the forces that shape economic principles and activity including the 
acquisition of resources, production and distribution, the exchange of goods and services, and 
consumption.   

 
Environment  
Students will understand the environmental impact of human activity, recognizing the need for a 
managed and respectful interaction between human and physical environments.  

 
Science, Technology and Society  
Students will understand the implications on individuals and societies of changes in science, 
industrial activity, commerce and technology.  
 
Time, Continuity and Change  
Students will understand the dynamic relationship between continuity and change.  They will 
recognize that people’s actions and values are shaped by their understanding and interpretation of 
the past, present and future.  They will recognize that these interpretations are subjective. 
 
Methodology and Skills 
Students will understand the methods by which inquiry is developed, information is gathered and 
interpreted, as well as the limits of these methods.  Students will demonstrate the ability to use 
these methods to reach thoughtful conclusions and assist in decision-making. 
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Change
Causes, processes and consequences of change—natural and 
artificial, intentional and unintentional, positive and negative 
are addressed. This concept examines the forces that shape the 
world, past, present and future. It is universal and inevitable.
Related concepts: causality, process, continuity, chronology, 
conflict/cooperation, revolution, development, globalisation, 
innovation, social relations, identity, cause and consequence, 
conflict, peace, sustainability, evidence, risk, context, 
interpretation
Supporting terminology: urbanisation, supply and demand, 
individual agency, desertification, tradition, perspective

Time, Place and Space
Time, place and space are intrinsically linked. Time is not simply 
the measurement of years or time periods but as a continuum 
of significant events of the past, present and future.
Place and space are complex concepts whose definitions are 
fluid. Place is socially constructed and can be explored in terms 
of constraints and opportunities afforded by location. Places 
have value and meaning defined by humans. 
Space considers the interaction of social, economic, political 
processes and the resulting patterns and networks that arise.
Challenges related to "place/space" can be on a local, national 
and global scale. 
Related concepts: scarcity, similarities/differences of 
places/communities, culture, globalisation, power, 
development, location, mobility , structure, identity, flow, 
pattern, networks, globalisation, civilization, environments, 
spatial representations, perspective, communication, 
movement, scale, measurement, risk

Supporting terminology: trade,
• migration, opportunity cost, 

colonialism,  urbanisation,  
countries, maps, territory, 
landscape

Global Interactions
Global interactions are points of departure for understanding 
one’s own culture. This concept refers to the 
interconnectedness of the world as a whole. It  addresses the 
realtionship between societies and cultures in broader global 
contexts.
Related concepts: culture, civilization, interdependence, 
exchange, power, sustainability, equity, global justice, 
leadership, social relations, mobility, consumption, politics, 
identity, flow, development, risk, capital, markets, barriers to 
trade
Supporting terminology: corporate social responsibility, trade 
blocs,refugees, mass media, multinational organisations, global 
warming, sustainable development

Systems
Systems provide structure and order in both natural and 
human environments. Systems are dynamic and complex in 
nature.  They rely on  a state of equilibrium, which is vulnerable 
to change. Everything is connected to a system or systems.
Related concepts: structure, patterns, ideology, organization, 
evolution, equilibrium, models, dynamism, religion, 
technology, politics, flow, networks, form, economics, society, 
ecology, efficiency
Supporting terminology: government, biomes, laws, rights, 
coasts, rivers, institutions, status, productivity, 
telecommunications, democracy

MYP 
HUMANITIES 

CONCEPTS

Appendix C: MYP Humanities Concepts (officially, January 2012) 
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Appendix D: Assimilation of QA Standards by MYP Humanities Concepts (June 2011) 

          

HUMANITIES STANDARDS 
 

 
 
Governance & Active Citizenship  
Students will understand that ideologies contain beliefs 
and ideas about human nature. These ideologies are used 
to explain and justify systems of governance and concepts 
of citizenship. Students will understand the importance of 
active citizenship and good governance, in regards to 
decision making, power distribution, social justice and 
sustainability.   

 
Interactions  
Students will understand the ways in which societies 
interact with each other and their environments, both on a 
national and international level, including economic 
competition and interdependence, political and military 
alliances, diplomacy and human rights.  

 
Culture & Perceptions  
Students will understand cultural and intellectual 
developments and interactions among and within societies 
and how these influence a person’s response to ideas, 
information and situations.  

 
Production, Distribution & Consumption  
Students will understand the forces that shape economic 
principles and activity including the acquisition of 
resources, production and distribution, the exchange of 
goods and services, and consumption.   

 
Environment  
Students will understand the environmental impact of 
human activity, recognizing the need for a managed and 
respectful interaction between human and physical 
environments.  

 
Science, Technology and Society  
Students will understand the implications on individuals 
and societies of changes in science, industrial activity, 
commerce and technology.  

 
Time, Continuity and Change  
Students will understand the dynamic relationship between 
continuity and change.  They will recognize that people’s 
actions and values are shaped by their understanding and 
interpretation of the past, present and future.  They will 
recognize that these interpretations are subjective. 

 
Methodology and Skills 
Students will understand the methods by which inquiry is 
developed, information is gathered and interpreted, as well 
as the limits of these methods.  Students will demonstrate 
the ability to use these methods to reach thoughtful 
conclusions and assist in decision-making. 
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Appendix E: Integration of the AOI Progression in Humanities 
 

Grade Unit UNIT FOCUS AOI QA AOI PROGRESSION 

6
 -

 U
N

D
ER

ST
A

N
D

IN
G

 H
U

M
A

N
IT

IE
S 1 

Connecting the Past 
and 

the Future 
HI 

The student will recognize the problem solving methods, tools and 
techniques they currently possess and will add to their repertoire. 

2 
Becoming an 
Archaeologist 

C&S 
The student will be introduced to successful models for successful 
community planning. 

3 
The Expansion of the 

Islamic Empire 
HI 

The student will be introduced to a variety of examples which show the 
human desire to create, develop, or change. 

4 
Understanding 

Geography 
ENV 

The student will be introduced to the natural and designed patterns and 
structures that exist in the world. 

5 
Creating the 

Perfect Society 
ALL AOI The student will reflect on the reasons behind patterns in the environment. 

7
 -

 C
IV

IL
IZ

A
TI

O
N

S 

1 Garbage to Gems HI 
The student will reflect upon how innovation and creation impact 
individuals, communities, societies, and the world. 

2 
Characteristics of 

Civilizations 
HSE 

The student will explore the impact of a small group on a wider 
community. 

3 
Impacts of Physical 
Environments on 

Civilizations 
ENV 

The student will be introduced to appropriately complex situations where 
humans have a positive or negative impact on an environment. 

4 
Hazards and their 

Impacts 
on Civilizations 

ENV The student will begin to reflect on solutions to environmental problems. 

8
 -

 G
LO

B
A

L 
SU

R
V

EY
 

1 Active Citizenship C&S 
The student will independently reflect on how a group can work together 
to benefit a given community. 

2 Revolution HSE 
The student can identify economic, social, and political impact on health 
and social issues. 

3 
Impacts of Resource 

Development 
ENV 

The student will understand a variety of natural and designed patterns and 
structures. 

4 Indigenous Peoples HSE 
The student will explore the impact of a small group on a wider 
community. 

5 Civil Rights Movements HI 
Students will demonstrate a basic understanding of the human desire to 
create, develop, or change. 
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9
 -

 C
U

R
R

EN
T 

G
LO

B
A

L 
IS

SU
ES

 

1 
Global 

Interactions 
ENV 

The student will demonstrate an understanding of how humans can have a 
positive or negative impact on a range of environments. 

2 
International 
Organizations 

C&S 
The student will create plans for bettering the community, showing 
foresight and attention to detail. 

3 
Human 
Rights 

HSE 
The student can analyze and reflect upon how individual health and social 
issues are impacted by governmental, social or economic activities, in the 
past, present and future. 

4 
Governance, Peace, 

and Security 
C&S 

The student will show the ability to define and understand, the complex 
systems involved in communities, including culture, language, history, 
traditions, and interdependence with other communities. 

5 
Sustainability of 
Food and Water 

HI 
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the human desire to 
create, develop or change. 

1
0

 H
IS

T 
- 

H
IS

TO
R

Y 
O

F 
TH

E 
1

9
TH

 A
N

D
 2

0
TH

 C
EN

TU
R

Y 

1 Historiography HI 
The student will demonstrate the ability to independently analyze familiar 
and unfamiliar examples of human ingenuity. 

2 Historical Investigation ATL Thinking / Information Literacy / Organization 

3 Qatar Oral History C&S 
The student will show the ability to define, understand, and analyze the 
complex systems involved in communities, including culture, language, 
history, traditions, and interdependence with other communities. 

4 
Decline of the 

Ottoman Empire 
HI 

Students will demonstrate a basic understanding of the human desire to 
create, develop, or change. 

5 
Causes of 

World War I 
ENV / HI 

The student will demonstrate an understanding of how humans can have a 
positive or negative impact on a range of environments. 

6 
Causes of World 

War II and the Cold 
War 

ATL Thinking / Information Literacy 

1
0

 G
EO

G
 -

 H
U

M
A

N
S 

A
N

D
 O

U
R

 

EN
V

IR
O

N
M

EN
TS

 

1 
Understanding Social 

Environments 
ENV 

The student will demonstrate an understanding of, and reflect on the 
natural and designed patterns and structures that exist in the world. 

2 
Managing the Natural 

Environment 
ENV 

The student will demonstrate an understanding of how humans can have a 
positive or negative impact on a range of environments. 

3 
People and 

Development 
C&S 

The student will show an understanding that action without planning can 
result in creating more problems than solutions. 

4 
Managing 
Resources 

HI 
The student will demonstrate broad understanding of how innovation and 
creation impact individuals, communities, societies and the world. 

1
0

 B
U

S 
- 

IN
TR

O
 T

O
 T

H
E 

W
O

R
LD

 O
F 

B
U

SI
N

ES
S 

1 
Introduction to 

Business 
HI 

The student will demonstrate effective application of problem solving 
processes to achieve a goal. 

2 
External 

Environments 
ENV 

The student will demonstrate that they can personally manipulate a 
specific environment for the better. 

3 
Organizational 

Structure 
and Communication 

C&S 
The student will reflect upon the steps and skills necessary to analyze the 
strengths and weaknesses within a community and determine what can be 
done to make it better or healthier. 

4 
Human 

Resources 
ENV 

The student will demonstrate and reflect on how current and future 
generations can affect / protect an environment. 

5 
Business 

Marketing 
HI 

The student will demonstrate broad understanding of how innovation and 
creation impact individuals, communities, societies and the world. 
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Appendix F: Integration of the ATL in Humanities 
 

MYP Humanities Concepts MYP Approaches to Learning (ATLs) 

     A     Knowing and Understanding     

C
o

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

 

    

Th
in

kin
g 

Tran
sfer 

     B     Investigation 

O
rgan

izatio
n

 

C
o

llab
o

ratio
n

 

In
fo

rm
atio

n
 Lite

racy 

R
e

fle
ctio

n
 

     C     Thinking Critically   

     D     Communicating 

C
o

m
m

u
n

icatio
n
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Appendix G: Progression of Humanities Command Terms 
 

Grade Command Terms Used 
6

 -
 U

N
D

ER
ST

A
N

D
IN

G
 

H
U

M
A

N
IT

IE
S 

Describe, Discuss, Outline, Compare, Classify, 
Construct, Draw, Label 

7
 -

 C
IV

IL
IZ

A
TI

O
N

S Describe, Discuss, Outline, Compare, Classify, 
Construct, Draw, Label, Identify, Summarize, 
Estimate, Recount, State 

8
 -

 G
LO

B
A

L 
SU

R
V

EY
 Describe, Discuss, Outline, Compare, Classify, 

Construct, Draw, Label, Identify, Summarize, 
Estimate, Recount, State, Contrast, Explain, 
Investigate, Apply, Distinguish 

9
 -

 C
U

R
R

EN
T 

G
LO

B
A

L 

IS
SU

ES
 

Describe, Discuss, Outline, Compare, Classify, 
Construct, Draw, Label, Identify, Summarize, 
Estimate, Recount, State, Contrast, Explain, 
Investigate, Apply, Distinguish, Analyze, Evaluate, 
Justify, Clarify, Account, Define, Determine, Suggest 

1
0

 H
IS

T 
- 

H
IS

TO
R

Y 
O

F 
TH

E 

1
9

TH
 A

N
D

 2
0

TH
 C

EN
TU

R
Y 

Describe, Discuss, Outline, Compare, Classify, 
Construct, Draw, Label, Identify, Summarize, 
Estimate, Recount, State, Contrast, Explain, 
Investigate, Apply, Distinguish, Analyze, Evaluate, 
Justify, Clarify, Account, Define, Determine, Suggest, 
To What Extent, Propose, Assess, Examine, 
Contrast,  

1
0

 G
EO

G
 -

 

H
U

M
A

N
S 

A
N

D
 

O
U

R
 

EN
V

IR
O

N
M

EN
TS

 

1
0

 B
U

S 
- 

IN
TR

O
 T

O
 T

H
E 

W
O

R
LD

 O
F 

B
U

SI
N

ES
S 
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Appendix H: MYP Humanities Unit / AOI / Text Types / Concept Outlines 
 
The following pages are a summary of the major topics, Areas of Interaction, and 
Humanities Concepts that will be used to achieve the official MYP Humanities Aims and 
Objectives.  It is expected that the document will change regularly; changes will be 
purposeful.  Where the department considers an adjustment in one area, it considers the 
related adjustments needed in other areas to maintain a balanced delivery of the full 
Humanities program.  The Academic Coordinator for Humanities is responsible for final 
decisions about needed adjustments, and for maintaining an up-to-date document.  The 
outline below is current as of June 11, 2011.  For a current document at any time, contact 
the Academic Coordinator for Humanities. 

 

Grade Unit UNIT TITLE AOI UNIT OVERVIEW ASSESS. TEXT  TYPE(S) MYP HUMANITIES CONCEPTS 

6 
 -

  U
N

D
ER

ST
A

N
D

IN
G

 H
U

M
A

N
IT

IE
S 

1 
Connecting the Past and 

the Future 
HI 

Understanding the skills of an Historian and what 
they do / who they are. 

Visual Time, Place, and Space 

2 
Becoming an 
Archaeologist 

C&S 
Examination of the differences between the study 

of History and Archaeology. 
Recount Time, Place, and Space 

3 
The Expansion of the 

Islamic Empire 
HI 

Understanding the forces / variables which led to 
the expansion of the Islamic Empire. 

Description Change / Systems 

4 
Understanding 

Geography 
ENV 

Understanding the skills of a Geographer and what 
they do / who they are. 

Data / Visual Time, Place and Space 

5 
Creating the 

Perfect Society 
ALL AOI 

Understanding what is needed to develop a 
functional society from the standpoint of 

governance and planning. 

Data / Visual / 
Narrative 

Systems 

7
  -

  C
IV

IL
IZ

A
TI

O
N

S 

1 Garbage to Gems HI 
Development of inferences based on any / all 

available evidence regarding civilizations. 
Explanation Change 

2 
Characteristics of 

Civilizations 
HSE 

Understanding the six traits / defining 
characteristics of a civilization. 

Report / Recount Systems 

3 
Impacts of Physical 
Environments on 

Civilizations 
ENV 

Examination of how physical factors impact the site 
and situation of human settlements. 

Description Time, Place, and Space 

4 
Hazards and their Impacts 

on Civilizations 
ENV 

Examination of how civilizations have adapted to, 
or been affected by natural disasters throughout 

history. 

Description / 
Procedure 

Change / Global Interactions 

8 
 -

  G
LO

B
A

L 
SU

R
V

EY
 

1 Active Citizenship C&S 
Examination of the role of citizens in determining 

their path in life. 
Focus: Europe. 

Recount Change 

2 Revolution HSE 
Examination of how revolutions have had an 

impact on the human experience. 
Focus: Europe and E. Asia. 

Discussion Change 

3 
Impacts of Resource 

Development 
ENV 

Examination of how resource development has 
impacted human development. 

Focus: SW Asia and N. Africa 
Data / Visual Systems 

4 Indigenous Peoples HSE 
Examination of how indigenous peoples have been 

impacted by foreign populations. 
Focus:  Australasia and S. America 

Report / Response Global Interactions 

5 Civil Rights Movements HI 
Examination of how a population’s awareness of 

their rights can lead to change. 
Focus: N. America and S. Africa 

Description Change 
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9
  -

  C
U

R
R

EN
T 

G
LO

B
A

L 
IS

SU
ES

 

1 
Global 

Interactions 
ENV 

Understanding the concepts of Globalization and 
its impact on various aspects of society. 

Data / Explanation Global Interactions 

2 
International 
Organizations 

C&S 
Examining the various global organizations, their 

purpose, and their impact. 
Exposition Systems 

3 
Human 
Rights 

HSE 
 

Understanding the concept of human rights and 
examining this concept from an advocacy 

perspective. 
Exposition / Discussion 

Systems 
Change 

 

4 
Governance, Peace, 

and Security 
C&S 

 
Understanding the concepts of Governance, Peace, 

and Security through the lens of Peacekeeping. 
Recount / Description Global Interactions 

5 
Sustainability of 
Food and Water 

HI 
Understanding the concept of scarcity as it relates 

to food and water security. 
Data / Explanation Time, Place and Space 

10
 H

IS
TO

R
Y 

 -
   

H
IS

TO
R

Y 
O

F 
TH

E 
1

9
T

H
 A

N
D

 2
0

T
H
  C

EN
TU

R
Y 

 1 Historiography HI 
Application of the skills of source analysis, using a 

variety of evidence. 
Response Change 

2 
Historical Investigation 

 
ATL 

Developing a structured, in-depth research 
question to analyze. 

Response 
Time, Place and Space 

Global Interactions 

3 
Qatar Oral History 

 
C&S 

Developing a record of the changes which have 
occurred in a local context. 

Recount Change 

4 
Decline of the 

Ottoman Empire 
HI 

Review of the growth and decline of an empire 
which has had an impact on a local context. 

Report / Exposition Change 

5 
Causes of 

World War I 
ENV / HI 

Examination of the complex reasons behind this 
conflict and to help students understand the 

hierarchy. 
Report 

Time, Place and Space 
Global Interactions 

6 
Causes of World 

War II and the Cold War 
ATL 

Examination of the complex reasons behind this 
conflict and to help students understand the 

hierarchy. 
Discussion 

Time, Place and Space 
Systems 

10
 G

EO
G

R
A

P
H

Y 
– 

H
U

M
A

N
S 

A
N

D
 O

U
R

 

EN
V

IR
O

N
M

EN
TS

 

1 
Understanding Social 

Environments 
ENV 

Examination of the characteristics of human 
settlements, both rural and urban. 

Report 
Time, Place and Space 

Systems 

2 
Managing the Natural 

Environment 
ENV 

Understanding the processes which shape the 
physical environment and how humans have an 

impact. 

Procedure / 
Explanation / 
Description 

Time, Place and Space 

3 
People and 

Development 
C&S 

Understanding the concept of development as it 
relates to global disparity and sustainability. 

Report / Exposition 
Change 

Global Interactions 

4 
Managing 
Resources 

HI 
Examination of how humans are stewards of their 

resources and that sustainability is within their 
control. 

Discussion All 

10
 B

U
SI

N
ES

S 
ST

U
D

IE
S 

 -
   

IN
TR

O
D

U
C

TI
O

N
 T

O
 T

H
E 

W
O

R
LD

 

O
F 

B
U

SI
N

ES
S 

1 
Introduction to 

Business 
HI 

Understanding the concepts of economic scarcity 
as they relate to business. 

Procedure / Exposition Time, Place and Space 

2 
External 

Environments 
ENV 

Overview of those factors which impact the 
business process. 

Data / Visual / 
Description 

Global Interactions 

3 
Organizational Structure 

and Communication 
C&S 

Examination of the structure of business 
hierarchies and how that affects communication in 

the organization. 

Data / Visual / 
Discussion 

Systems 

4 
Human 

Resources 
ENV 

Understanding how businesses plan for their 
recruiting and attainment needs. 

Report / Description Change 

5 
Business 

Marketing 
HI 

Examination of the process of satisfying consumer 
wants and needs at a profit. 

Procedure / Report / 
Exposition 

Global Interactions 
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Appendix I: IB Diploma Courses in Group 3 ς Individuals and Societies 
 

As previously stated, the Diploma Programme curriculum is determined by the syllabi of 
each course, respectively.  As such, the Aims and Objectives of the respective Group 3 
courses offered at Qatar Academy are also determined by the IB.   
Please see below for an overview of the IB Group 3 courses currently offered at Qatar 
Academy, as of June 2011.  For updated information, or for more specific information 
regarding the Aims and Objectives of each of these courses, please refer to the relevant IB 
documentation found either with the Humanities Academic Coordinator, or the Diploma 
Programme Coordinator. 
 

BUSINESS AND MANAGEMENT 
Business and Management is the rigorous and critical study of the ways in which individuals 
and groups interact in a dynamic business environment.  It is an academic discipline that 
examines how business decisions are made and how these decisions make an impact on 
internal and external environments.  The ideals of international cooperation and responsible 
citizenship are at the heart of business and management. 
The programme is designed to give students an understanding of business principles, 
practices and skills.  Emphasis is also placed on understanding technical innovation and day-
to-day business functions of marketing, human resource managements and finance.  
However, a fundamental feature of the programme is the concept of synergy (an 
organization should seek an overall return greater than the sum of its parts). 
 

ECONOMICS 
Economics is a dynamic social science, the study of which is essentially about the concept of 
scarcity and the problem of resource allocation.  Although it involves the formulation of 
theory, it is not a purely theoretical subject: economic theories can be applied to real-world 
examples.  Neither is economics a discrete subject, since economics incorporates elements 
of history, geography, psychology, sociology, political studies and many other related fields 
of study.  It also considers how economic theory is to be applied in an international context. 
The scientific approach characterizes the standard methodology of economics, i.e. the 
progression from problem identification, through hypothesis formulation and testing, 
arriving finally at a conclusion. 
 Alongside the empirical observations of positive economics, students are asked to 
formulate normative questions.  Encouraging students to explore such questions is the 
central focus of the economics course. 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
Geography is concerned with spatial relations.  It is a dynamic subject that is firmly 
grounded in the real world and focuses on the interactions between individuals, societies 
and the physical environment in both time and space. It seeks to identify trends and 
patterns in these interactions and examines the processes behind them. It also investigates 
the way that people adapt and respond to change and evaluates management strategies 
associated with such change. Geography describes and helps to explain the similarities and 
differences between spaces and places. These may be defined on a variety of scales and 
from a range of perspectives. 
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Within group 3 subjects, Geography is distinctive in that it occupies the middle ground 
between social sciences and natural sciences. The Diploma Programme Geography course 
integrates both physical and human geography, and ensures that students acquire elements 
of both scientific and socio-economic methodologies, including Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS). Geography takes advantage of its position between both these groups of 
subjects to examine relevant concepts and ideas from a wide variety of disciplines. This 
helps students develop an appreciation of, and a respect for, alternative approaches, 
viewpoints and ideas. 
 

HISTORY 
The aim of the DP History course is to explain trends and developments, continuity, and 
change through time and individual events.  History is a field that has not only cognitive 
interest but also practical value, because it can enrich students’ understanding of the 
contemporary world. Today's world grew out of preceding civilizations; the past helps 
students to experience the present more profoundly. But perhaps the chief practical 
significance of history is that it teaches students to think more flexibly and broadly. History 
makes clear that different conditions, just like our culture, had their virtues and 
shortcomings.  
This course aims to show students how to avoid narrow, partisan judgments of ways of life 
and ideas unlike their own. Students examine multiple historical interpretations on every 
historical issue discussed in class. The course is concerned with individuals and societies in 
the widest context: political, social, economics, religious, technological and cultural. The 
course focuses on the events of the 20th Century with a special emphasis on the Middle East 
region. It is a skill-oriented course with an emphasis on source evaluation, research 
techniques and the construction of logical oral and written arguments. 
 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY IN A GLOBAL SOCIETY (ITGS) 
The course involves the study and evaluation of the impact of information technology (IT) 
on individuals and society.  It explores the advantages and disadvantages of the use of 
digitalized information at the local and global level.  ITGS provides a framework for students 
to make informed judgments and decisions about the use of IT within social contexts. 
The main focus or the ITGS program is to consider how two aspects, the social significance 
of IT and the ethical considerations arising from IT, influence individuals, communities 
(including nations), institutions and organizations. 


